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BOOK REVIEWS 143

To Defend Our Water with the Blood of Our Veins: The Struggle for Re
sources in Colonial Puebla. By Sonya Lipsett-Rivera. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1999. xiv + 199 pp. Illustrations, maps,
tables, notes, glossary, bibliography, index. $49.95 cloth.)
The history of water in Mexico illustrates a complex of cultural and
legal values and sentiments that reveals much about the process of indigenous
and Spanish adaptations to the environment. For historians of water, the
challenge has always been to discern and appreciate the nuances of Spanish
water law while uncovering sufficient case studies that reflect both the
subtleties of colonial jurisprudence and the water practices that permeated
daily life. Moreover, the interdisciplinary dimensions of water research have
provided some of the best studies of that most precious resource, as histori
ans, anthropologists, hydrologists, and legal scholars draw on and share their
respective methodologies, conceptual frameworks, and general expertise to
fashion a comprehensive set of colonial legal principles and water practices.
In turn, social scientists are now better equipped to explain the linkages
between communities and the natural world, local power structures, and
resource distribution, as well as the relationship between legal theory and
daily practice.
Sonya Lipsett-Rivera's monograph, based in part on her doctoral
dissertation at Tulane University, is a significant contribution to our under
standing of colonial irrigation culture and local power arrangements in the
semi-arid environs of the central Mexican highlands. Employing Puebla's
countryside as a case study, she interprets a plethora of documentation from
various local and national archives and libraries: judicial records, city council
minutes, lawsuits, and printed manuscript sources. The author traces the
evolution of poblano water culture, from its decentralized system of irriga
tion management in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, to the centraliz
ing tendencies of the late-colonial period, which saw large landowners
introduce informal bureaucracies to consolidate their access to and control of

